PART  II

WE have done with that elder branch of the family which in

the course of a hundred and ninety years, beginning fiom

the humble position they occupied in the time of Giovanni

di Bicci, in the second generation had created a new epoch

for Florence, in the fourth had directed the politics of all

Italy, in the fifth had swayed the destinies of Europe, and in

the seventh had seated its last descendant on the throne of a

Queen of France, and governed that country through thnty

years of a most troubled time. We have now to turn to the

descendants of Giovanni di Bicci's second son, that younger

branch which carried on the succession after the death of

Alessandro, gained the crown which the achievements of the

elder branch had made possible, and which had been the long

dream of Giulio de; Medici, and after ruling over Tuscany

for two hundred years, brought the family to an end in 1743.

Beginning with Lorenzo, the brother of Cosimo Pater

Patriae, there are of this younger branch four genera lions

before we reach that which succeeded to the rule of Tuscany

after the death of Alessandro. And while the first and second

of these have scarcely any separate history from that of the

elder branch, with the third and fourth generations it is

otherwise; these have an independent history of their own,

particularly in the case of Giovanni and his wife, Catherine

Sforza, and their celebrated son, Giovanni delle Bande Nere.

But although the consideration of their history involves te-

tracing our steps, it has the compensating advantage that

the story of their lives often throws a sidelight on that of

the elder branch The time of Giovanni and Catherine Sforza

is contemporary with that of Lorenzo the Magnificent, Pietro

the Unfortunate, and the "Interregnum"; and the time of

Giovanni delle Bande Nere with that of Leo X and Clement

VII. Lastly, the reigns of Cosimo I and his son Francis I are

contemporaneous with the long life of Catherine de' Medici,